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LETTER   XXVIII

Dresden, September 24^, 1786.

YOUR letter of the fourth of September,
which, by mistake, your secretaries have dated
the fourth of August, came to hand very late,
and I shall reply without written references and
solely from memory, in the annexed sheet, to
the principal points. I had, indeed, previously
answered them; nor do I believe anything has
escaped me that it was in my power to learn,
or that I have any reason to repent of having
sacrificed too much to respect and to probabilities,
at the time of the death of the King. Had I
pursued my plan, I should have been four days
sooner than any of the diplomatic couriers; but
I request you will answer me whether it was
possible to divine the conduct of our embassy. I
disregarded the minute circumstances of death, as
I had done that of the news itself: nor could I
divine that these, being no longer secret, and
having become so easy to examine and describe,ontend against the Duke
